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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to 1) study the achievement of policy
implementation of Public Administration program students development in the
universities of lower central provinces, 2) study the factors influencing the achievement
of policy implementation of Public Administration program students development in
the universities of lower central provinces, and 3) propose the guidelines for improving
the factors influencing the achievement of policy implementation of Public
Administration program students development in the universities of lower central

provinces. The approach of this study was the mixed methods research composed of
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quantitative and qualitative researches. The quantitative research was conducted by
collecting the data from 400 respondents of graduate school’s officers; instructors of
the curriculum, Master’s Degree students, and Doctorate students of Public
Administration program in 8 universities of lower central provinces, 50 respondents of
each university. The sample size was obtained by the calculation with Cochran’s
formula. The data were collected by using the 5-level rating scale questionnaire with
the reliability of 0.886 and were analyzed by the statistics consisted of frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation and the hypotheses were tested by Stepwise
Regression Analysis. The qualitative research was conducted by studying the relevant
documents and related theories and in-depth interviewing 24 key informants who were
selected from 8 universities, 3 persons of each university consisted of the curriculum
executives/permanent instructors, Master’s Degree students, and Doctorate students
of Public Administration program. The data were analyzed by analytic induction and
interpretation.

The results of the study revealed that:

1) The achievement of policy implementation of Public Administration program
students development in the universities of lower central provinces in overall was at
moderate level (§:3.12, S.D.=1.207), while considered in each aspect found that the
3 aspects of the achievement were at moderate level as the aspect of determination in
national development was at the highest (§:3.23, S.D. = 1.206) followed by the
aspect of virtues for the public and society (X =321, SD.= 1.212), and qualified
graduates (X =292, S.D.= 1.201)respectively. The determination in national development
was at the highest level because the institutes had regularly invited the highly qualified
visiting professors who had experiences in country developing to fulfill the students’
knowledge. The qualified graduates aspect was at the lowest level because some
instructors and curriculum of higher education institutes were not qualified in accordance
with the criterion in the 9" National Education Development Plan.

2) The factors influencing the achievement of policies implementation of Public
Administration program students development in the universities of lower central
provinces consisted of 3 aspects comprising 15 variables as: administration for being
excellent, learning behavior creation, organization performance, facilities, resource
supporting, images, objectives of policy, administration, competitive strategies building,
executive’s leadership promotion, attitude of relevant stakeholders, personnel,
intellectual ability enhancement, safety, and service procedures. These 15 variables

could explain the achievement of policy implementation of Public Administration
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program students development at 75.30 percent (Adjusted R? = 0.753) at the statistical
significance level of 0.05.

3) The improvement for the factors influencing the achievement of policy
implementation of Public Administration program students development in the
universities consisted of 8-key practices as follows: (1) the instructors should be
improved for being more qualified in accordance with the criterion in the 9" National
Education Development Plan, (2) the institutes should improve academic quality by
increasing budget for related activities in performing students’ field trips and invite
highly qualified guest speakers in Public Administration, (3) the institutes should create
the framework of index according to the requirements of country development by
performing the educational system base on the intention of National Education Act,
(4) the institutes should promote more development of student’s innovations, (5) the
institutes should realize to follow systems; regulations, plans/projects, finance,
education quality assurance, internal control, studying and teaching systems, student
development, internal personnel development, (6) the institutes should adjust the
curriculum in each subject in accordance with the requirements of Public
Administration program students, (7) the institutes should develop proficiency in
accordance with international standards of managing, teaching, researches, academic
services, language usage and information technology and (8) the institutes should apply
knowledge of Public Administration for increasing the development skills of Public
Administration program students.
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